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Explain your understanding of “Marriage as a Public Issue”
Introduction 
Marriage is also known as matrimony, and it is defined as a lawfully and socially sanctioned union, generally between a male and a female. Marriage is regulated by beliefs, rules, customs, attitudes, as well as laws that recommend the duties and rights of the marriage partners and agreements status to their children if any. The totality of marriage within diverse societies and cultures is ascribed to the numerous essential individuals and social roles for which it provides structure, like labor division amongst the sexes, both sexual satisfaction and regulation, the gratification of individual needs for status, companionship as well as class, and economical production and consumption (Britannica, 2021). Conceivably, its most significant purpose concerns procreation, the care of kids, their education, socialization as well as regulation of lines of ancestry. However, thru the ages, marriages have taken an enormous number of forms. The common forms of marriage are; monogamy which is the commonest form of marriage that involves a union amongst two people. Polygamy is the second most typical form of marriage, consisting of the union among three or even more persons. Lastly, there is group marriage which is a rare form of marriage that involves several men who are married concurrently to several women. 
Marriage as a Public Issue
Over the past 50 years, powerful cultural as well as social forces have made marriages less dominant to the U.S family lives (Nock,2005). In reaction, Americans are now engaged in a comprehensive debate concerning the place of marriage in modern-day society. However, it would be great if the state stayed out of wedlock. Although marriage is fundamentally private, it is always a matter of families, couples as well as churches to make an appropriate decision for themselves. The recognition of marriage by the state habitually acts to keep the regime out of private life, to make sure families are stable, to give consistent, orderly regulations for the entire time when no matter how hard people try, family and public still collide. The following are some of the things that the civil side of marriages do; one, if one is happily married to their spouse and has kids, then one does not worry about the children custody laws. This is because the children belong to two married partners, whether adoptive or biological. The children should be raised jointly. A child custody agreement is very vital, especially after a family breakup and divorce. Often, the parties usually meet with their attorneys so they can divide assets and part ways amicably. Even when kids are involved, the parents often come up with a mutual agreement upon children's custody visitation and support arrangements.
Second, if one is married and their spouse dies abruptly, leaving no will behind, the spouse typically left a share of the dead spouse's estate. One does not need to do anything to happen since it is supposed to be automatic. Third, if an individual is married, they are not supposed to do anything special to be capable of making medical decisions for an incapacitated partner. This is because it is alleged that one is competent to do this. Lastly, if one is married, they can sue for the wrongful death of their spouse (Kuznicki,2010).
In conclusion, marriage is essential, marking the beginning of a family and a life-lasting commitment. Also, it provides a chance for people to grow selflessness as they serve their children and spouses. However, marriage is a combination of physical, emotional, and spiritual union. Moreover, the involvement of law makes marriage a public issue, and it is instrumental in solving some of the problems that come up between married partners in the course of their marriage life.
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